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A Prxa for theParLIlameanrT, 
OR, 


CONSIDERATIONS for tbe (atrsfation of ſuchywho are ap! 
a» be miſ-led by a Malignait patty agamnſt the VARLIAMENT, 
With a palpable and evidert Pedazation of their cviefet 
defrgnes therein, 


Or as much ag it appcares, that a Malizrnant Party hath 
endeavoured to raiſe up trength,and to take up Armes 
282inſt the Parkament,confilting of the King,Lords and 
Commons of the land,and to increate their number by 
many & falſe reproachfull calumnies caſt upon them, 
ſuggeſting unto people many dil- joynted and invalid 
'* poltionstoenſnare the minds of men,ard although by 
the late Remonſtrances there is ſufficient ſatisfaction given to every ju « 
dicious and intelligent Reader; yet for as much as thele Remon(i ances 
ar&many in number, and each of them relating to ſoine particular oc- 
currences or other preceding, ſome people having ſcen the:n all, others 
but ſome of them»and others none at alland-tor aſmuch as many :1moſt 
in all places both in pulpics.diſcourſes, and other waycs, ( triends tothe 
Popiſh party )have and do daily 'endeavourto fiir up a mott ingratefull 
and unworthy diſte{pe& unto the Parkwnentwho may onee learne bet- 
rex, when bettex —_ by the-Parliamery3iatht; Ehere ate therefore theſe 
con(iderations preſentiug, themicives tawevery mans view; being almoſt 
nothing but whar is obviqus.toevery mans knowledge.and for the mult 
part evident jn all the late Remonſtrances; 1 © 7 
Firſt, that men would confider ; whew it pleated God: after many 
Prayers and Petitions of the people toxgrantthis Parliament: what were 
the complainrs of the whole Kingdome 1n.matters' both of Chiiirci and 
State,and the miſerable-opprefhons of mensconſciences and (properties, 
Secondly; con{ider what $':e&' Pa lizmert hath done with oreat rhifficul- 
ti2S to accommodatethe deliregotthe people intthicbehalte in fuppref< 
fing the power of tyrants over mens conic rnces in taking 1way all of 
tenſive and ſuverſt:tigns 1iwovations in granting {borey io aft pariſhes 
to chooſe LoAnters in opromg themonhegof our gollv Minifters in 
taking away the payer of oppreſing and.cyrannicall Courts of Lowily 
A2 P relates 
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Prelates in chooſing a learned aſſembly of many god and able Mini- 
ſters for the ſettling of mens judgements, and the ealin of the many 
Hy ions and unlound opinions among[t us it martets of Religion ; and 
tr mens properties, how ſome delinquents this way haye bin punithed. 
a:d others detefted,evill Miniſters of Juſtice (by whom righteous and 
1:17 cauſes have miſcarcied to the undoing of many pogre widdowes, 
ticherlefle and others, are partly removed, and in a faire way of recei+ 
ving their demerits ; Ship.mon?y, Coat and Condut-moneys, Datents almoſt 
ior every thing (to the daily draining and oppreſsing of the ſubjeR) are 
all taken away and conſider alſo.' whether any one thing hath beene 
tranſacted, or propoktion made by them, which doth:not i tuitc propeto, 
loooke at the future peace and good of che Kingdome. 

Thirdly,confider, whether it this preſent Pariiument ſhoukd unhappily 
be diſcountenanced, ditcouraged, or diflslved (which God forbid) we 
!houllevyer have the like, or any ; or if by vertue of the att for the tr:- 
eiall Parliament there ſhould be another;whether any man bearing pHod 
will to the Common-wealth,being choſen, would be encouraged there- 
unto, and H either wee ſhonld have none art all. or if any, ſuch an one 
_ Ph: of a remedy ſhould be an inle: ef all miſery into 
the Land. 

Fourthly,confider how Kingdomes abroad in the world are eoyerned 
without Parliaments; where Voluntas 1e215 15 Lex populi, the pleaſure of the 
King is the rule of the Kingdome, and the precipitancie of this King- 
dome allo before this Pariament, into all opprefsion and miferie through 
the deceitfull ſuggeſtions and infinuations of wicked Counſel about his 
Majeſtic ; and whether we 'arenot looked upon, as the enyie of 2ther 
kingdomes by vertue of this onely inhevitance of outs, 

Fifthly, conſider into what miſery, blood and deftruRtion we had 
plunged our ſelves two yeeres-fince (The two nations of Fugland and 


- 


Scotland, imbruing themſelves, and weltring in one anothers blood) had 
na the wiſdome of the Parkament then preſent'(conſifting for the molt * 


parc of the ſame Members as this doth) denyed the levying of moneyes 
for the maintaining of that warre which ſhould for eyer make us thank 
full for,and mindetull of a Parliament benefit. 


Sixthly, conſider that : whereas the Pr2te/tant Profeſgion, and the fub - | 


jects liberty,” is pretended in all things ; what good intent either can or 
could there be to the one or tothe other, either in thoſe former d:;fteren- 
ces between us and our brethen, the Scots, or the preſent diviſions inthis 
Kingdome, when Papi/ts and popiſh perſons were then the chick Com. 
manders (for the moſt part) in the Englyh Armies and Paviſtr now, and 
Popiſh perſons.and 4theifts, whoſe continuall aſſertions are wounls and 
blood, and Ged damne me, or heavens damne me. if wee be not reven- 
ged upon theſe round-heads (a. nick-name queſtiontefle; eh 
6 prung 
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(s) 
rung up from ſomeblock-head , having neither wicnot 'reafon in it)” 
theſe are the maine abeitors; provokers , projeftors and aRors in thele 
diviſions, whether theſe ajime ar the Protefhane Religion, whatever they 
Call the Proteſtant Profeſſion except it be Popery, in all things, ſupremacy 
enely excepted or the ſubjects libertie, let every man of the meaneſt 
Capacity judge. | . 

Seventhly, conſider what tampering there hath beene this two or 
three yeares to raiſe up civill Wars amongſt us in the three Kingdoms : 
Firſt between Us and the Scots, then, that now'ſo rife in Ireland , and a- 
mong{| us divers times, as when the Army in the North was pl 
to be brought up againſt the-Parliament, and of late the bold perzmptory 
and unparalleld contempr and'ireproach caft upon the Houſe of Com- 
mons, by thoſe unworthy Cayaliers which accompanied his Majeſtic 
tothe Houſe of Commons at the accuſation of the five members, their 
cruelly abuſing, cutting and:magling of the Citizens, their endeayour / 
to raiſe upa patty at A 1ng/ton upon Thames ,' and now alloto dothe like 
in the 97th, all trending to Civill Warrs and mutinies amongſt Uy, - 
and whether the fame ſpirit which worketh ſo hot in Ireland , hath no 
factors in Scotlind, and amongſt us in England , let all men that haye the 
right facultie of diſcerning judge, and whether they that endeayour to 
raile up Civill Warrs in a Kingdome can' ayrne at the good of that ' 
Kingdome lerevery man that hath not loſt the uſe of reaſon determine. ' 

Eightly.confider what unheard of miſerie, barbarous crueltic. {ayage J, 
inhumanitie is exerciſed upon the poore Proceſtant party in Ireland , by 
thar bloody Popiſh paitie, and how far-thoſe that endeavour to make a 
partic againſt the Parliament, arc'atted by the fame defignes > let thoſe * 
judge & conſider who either have or will read the [ri Remonſtrance, : 
andobſerye how theſe diſtraftions at home(occafioned bv the unhappy 
dryifions and diſtance of his Majeltie through wicked. Counlell from 
his Parkament) encouragethe Rebells and hinder the Proteſtant caute 
there, whereas a happy concurrence between the King ana Parliament 
might in an ordinary way through Gods mercy haye fubdued thole | 


' wicked Rebells long fithence. 


Ninthly, conſider what reproach, fcandall and ſcorne we {hall bring 
upon our whole nation and poſterity for ever,if we ſhould chuſe a Par= 
liament, and becauſe they will nor ſufſer us to be made ſlaves; even for 
their faithfulnefſe and love unto us(when happily their own particular 
fafety and perſonall Preterment might be better advantaged it they 
ſhould diſert us) it tor this we ſhould riſe up againſt them and contend, 
frive and fight for an Iron yoak of perpetuall bondage and miferie,and | 
whe.her God may not in difpleaſure and juſtice, give us up hereunto, 
who ſhall fo lightly efteeme and {6 fotuhly improve that opportunitie, 
wich (lon; iook' for) he hath now put into our hands; and iFonr po- 

A 3 ſterity 


(9) 

(terith. will nat cut thotime ghat gver it entred intoout hearts fo to do. 

"Fenphlia code W -i&can ftand with our P: oeftation, to take up 
Axzys againlt che whole body.ofthe Kingdomarepreſented in the Parli- 
arent the Laws t.the Land, which weeare all bound by oath to 
tand.yo,to the urmolt of guy liyes,!ibertics & ltates,8& wherin theho- 
nour and preſervation both of King and Kingdome doth confift, and 
W chat thole,do break theigoaih, eith2r choſe that pretending the 
Kings Axezppalive take up Axmsagainſt the whole Kingdom repreſen- 
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leventt ly,configer whereas lawes.and-{tatutes are pretended, as if 


when, through ewickedngs of evill Minifters of Juſtice-the ſtrength 
of a mans purſe, rather 
ny bonum; ome, the certaine premiſing tokey: of gcod. ſuccefle : 
cohſider therefore, whether we ſhall not go about to ftop, yea todry up 
all the ſprings of our legall Priviledpes, having ſuch lone and happy 
experiences-of the benefits thereof and whether itever entred into the 
heart. of any of our Predeceflors excepting the Papiſts, to do the leaſt ine 
wry, to Parliaments. eerie LD 
heras it is Obiccted againſtthe Parliament that they race fatious, 
editious, malicious agaiuſt the King and his Royall race, that under 


other 
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other pretences of dangers of forraigne and donieſticke enemies s they 
take up Armes againſt the King ; that they endeavour to deſtroy the 
Lawes of the Land,and Religion amongitus. Conſider, whether that 
theſe , and greater thantheſe aſperſions, were not caſt upon our Bre- 
thren, the Scots, the odtous names of Traytors, Rebels, Factious, Sc- 
ditious, &c, were caft upon them , it had beene almott deatly for any 
man to have afhrmed thecontrary ; and yet when things came leyally 
to be debated, all proved otherwite, and His Maieſty tumtelte did ac- 
knowledge the contrary ; and there.is no queſtion bur (thoſe wicked 
Incendiaries between His Maieſty and His Parliament;being orice re- 
moved) there will-be a cleare and muituall en on and right un- 
derſtanding be: weene His Maicytty and His Parliament, to the mutu- 
all ioy and comfort;both of His Mateſty and His well affected Subiects 
inthe three Kingdomes : And con{1der,wherher it is not to be:doubted, 
thacthe fame fire-brands of combuttion amoneft-us-now; 'be not thoſe 
that were formerly. between us and our neighbour Nation,and whether 
they be not in the fame defignes of contufion of both Nations {till alter- 
ing onely the method, beginning in Exgiznd now , with hopes to'end in 
Scottand,yhereas they formerly begun Carmich purpoſesto tend: her. 
| Thirteenthly,conſtder, That wheras'many inconfiverarety./ahd} others 
maliciouſly ſuggeld chus againlt the Parliament, [Thar rheit remedy is 
worte then thett Difeaſe, for they are caſed of their!/Faxations of $Ail- 
lings, by Impoſitions of Pounds;Subfidie upon'Subſide; Polc-money, 
Moneys Adventuted, Moneys Lent,8&c. Bur kerfuth confider;that'the 
Diſeaſe being mortail,the Curermay be thermore fritrriag, yer themore 
ſalutiferous; and they arenot alwayestheworlt Phyfirians that'avite 
often phlebotomie, of bluod-lettaig for a'deſperate Diſeaſe) the veines may fill 
againe,when the heart iswhole, whicly finckingitherandies, when'the 
yYeines are full, $-*© 33 « L00Y TI 

It is true,much hath been'dore this way;butGod is:rot behind hand 
with us , we have had our pennyworths for our penay atready 3: that 
which the Parliament hath done (through Gods mercies”) mentioned wing" the 
in the ſecond Confideration,is worth more thetyour Oofts and Charges, Remon- | 
Moreover, it is ndt-unknown; rharthe very Shiparwney did-oglt the Brace of = 
Kingzdome above two-hiufiredchonkmdournd's yeare;* Coat" tnd x odane 
Conduct Money,andother Militaty'charpes-lirtleleffs cha h'that; "few ter forth by 
of the Monopolies did preiudicerhe Subiets above a'railtion yeariy;the mp5 
Soape a hundred=thoufand-pounds; the Wine three hundred thouſand 7 —_ 
pounds, the Lether could be line lefle then both; the Salt eould'begno 1541, yoge: 

eſſe chen that;all theſe; with many other wferiour'Mornopottsaretaſcn 26, 
away : end becauſe thar with the far-eſhew/ of Law; Tirftiee ant Rea - 
ſon, ' the Subiedts:mighrt have been drained ro'the urmoſt petmy"thar 
they were worth, theſe procuring the aatcttft plates atid Offices, 'wwho 
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wcte mioft cunitingy in deviſing new defigncs of oppreſſing the SubjeRts, 
therefore the roote of all-theſe wrongs which is more benfic1all then all 


- thereft) which was an Arbitrary povyer prexended to be inhis Majeſty, 
. 2of taxing the Subject, and charging their. eftates without conſent of 


Parliament, is now declared to be againit law, by:both Honutes, and like- 


\ --wiſe by:an act of Parljament.confider allogthattheſe preſent taxations ate 


but for the preſent, and ira legall way,. and nothing to great as the for- 


-- . mer : and for the recovering of poore bleeding /reland, and the faving of 

[-. this ſhaking and Raggering/Kingdome from ruine:and deſtrution, 
- . : And when men.have parted with ſo:much 4s they would once -haye 
- - gixen to/be freed from. the High Commiflion Rods;/and Star-chamber- 
- laſh being under them, (as cyery man might cxpett to have) beene) for 
. that which nenher Gods nor mans Law calls. (in, nay, when men have 
. Biven as much; as they, would to be freed from ſlavery, as much as 
- thepoorei/b Proteſtants, would give to be freed from the cruelty of 
_ : thoſe bloodhoundPapilts ; nayas much astheir wives,children,cſtates, 
- lives Goſpel is worth (for, all lies bleeding) ler them then complaine 
: oftheir hard bargaine, and not before : Andas for thoſe wicked {lan- 


dome; it is to be that fuch ſhall be made publique examples for 
»; Juch publiqueſhanders, -; 1. IN | 
1:.» Laſty, c ; whether: (among others) there be not a three-fold 


| din 

racher then honeſty, hath beene their riſe hereunto, and deſperate Ca. 
| diers, whoſe good husbagdry ic 18 to put all upon their backs,and ſhift 
fy: {c nheir þcllics, 10 cot efftiowrionct” ox 


derers of that faithfull Afſewhly, who cannotendure to think that others 
would deale more honeſtly chen themielyes in the like truſts that give 


-QUt as:ifthey would convert 'the: politique (tocke. for their perſonal: 
| f ainea cleare and juſt accqmpr being given herein tothe whole King-' 


Genilemen, prefetred:to high places and Offices, whole policy 


9. y Hit> the Papifts ſee now,and well perceive, that the Parliament maki ng 
| . wm ; progreſle according to their begirmings, will take away the leaft 
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of ever cſtabliſhing that Anivcbriftian Religion here amoneſt us ; 
rake away the very ground wo and Proje 


worke of future Plots and Projects 


ea, and 
Nis way: ; andtherefote it Rtandsthem now:upon, Summo labore, with all 
- might and 


- © 


#* 
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maine,to adventureupon any deſigne, (though neyer lo de(- 


. © ,perate) and tagive outthemſelyes intheireſtates, lives and livelihoods, 
- [4 qdextremwn, to mo that they:cans and thepebtenow; though 
P, 


tes, hould be barg'd by the halfe dozens, they will adventure; for 


-yow.or fieyer, mult the Pope up or downe in: this Kingdome, and hee 


ingly loſe his hopes: here, though a thouſand of his 
leſiates 


would not will 


90 eproceedings againſt the Parframent,according tothe three-- 
fold condition of the chicfe aRors in theſe diviſions, who are Papi/ts,de 


he. es 
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Zeſaizes ſhould hang for ic, for indeed if mien would receive ir, 
that is the quarrel] in the Jand, whether Aichael or the Dragon, 
Chriſt orthe Pope ſhall ger ſafeſt footing in this Iſland, and 
jet any ſeeing man look back upon all former proceedings, and 
cenſider, who hath been preferred to the higheſt places in the 
Church 7 What their carriage hath been therein ? how the 
Preaching of the Word (the confounding weapon of Anti- 
chriſt) hath been ſuppreſt 5 Whar ſuperſticious innovations 
hath beene incroduced ; who have beene promored into the 
chiefeſt places in the Unjverſities, whar proportion there hath 
been with che Maſſe-houſes, in Candleſticks, Tapours, Copes, 
blaſphemous Pitures of God and the holy Trinity, Crucifixes, 
Crofles, &c., Firſt in the Biſhops Chappels, then in all the Ca- 
thedrals of the Kingdome, then by little and lictle in every Pa- 
riſk ; Againe, what hath been their proceedings at their Com- 
miſſion Courts ? And what their plot was in their curſed late 
Canons, and the Et cetera Oath 7 and thenler him give his 
Judgement in the point, whether Popery hath not been the 

mark they aymed at 7 
Secondly, for the depending Gentlemen, advanced to high 
places and Offices,whoſe aimes will hold proportion with thar 
of Cardinall #oolſty ( for me and my King ) making his Majeſty 
but the Prieſt, and ſcarce paying his tythes our of all their pre- 
rendings,their Maſters profir, whoſe veines are full of the blood 
of the fatherleſſe and the widowes, and whoſe houſes are builr 
with the ruines of poore innocents, who regard more the bleſ- 
ſings and favours of men, then the curſes of the Almighty for 
their oppreſſion and cruelty, theſe alſo know, and well per- 
ceivenow, that if the Parliament proceed according to their 
beginnings, they ſh:ll not only be expoſed ro the Juſtice of 
their former d2merits, bur alſo loſe the leaſt hopes of any future 
fayour or practiſe, becauſe conſcious to themſelves of an ur- 
ter impoſſibility in them for ever of becomming honeſt men, 
who from their firſt beginnings of preferment, have caſhiered 
out of their thoughts the feare of God, a good conſcience, and 
the day of Judgemen:; and therefore they muſt either run be- 
yond ſeas, betake themſelves to ſome mean condition or other, - 
(for the Parliament they'ie have none but juſt men, whoſe pro- 
ceed- 


l 
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ceedings in all their Miniſtrations muſt be by the rule of Ju- 
ſtice ard a good conſcience, which is umio them a paradox) or 
elſe they mult give out their urmoſt indezvours to the rooting 
up of this Parliament, 

Thirdly, the Cavaleers, whoſe lands, houſes, revenues and 
eſtates are aboye in the Ayre;who make great brags ofthe dan. 
gerous attempts they have adventured by ſea and land; whoſe 
greateſt danger of drowning hath been inan Ale-tub orV Vine. 
rubs, or of {morhering by the ſmoake of Tobacco ; yer they 
know that it is good fiſhing in troubled waters, and that Eng- 
land is fall of brave Booties, therefore they beſtir themſelves, 
and have ſcarce the patienceto forbeare their prey til] oppor- 
cunity ſerves their turne,who are.all for the preſent; and as for 
the other world, they have paſt the dreadfull ſentence againſt 
chemſelves,which is (horeſco referens) God damne me; Theſe 
three ſorts are the leaders and provokets of a party againſt the 
Parliament, and. incendiaries berween His Maieſty and them : 
Lerthe whole world of indifferent men judge and ſee, if theſe 
be not the Parties,and whether theſe be nor their grounds, and 
yer theſe are the men looked upon,as the only Loyall Subjetts, 
and others as Malignant unto the honour, peace and proſperity 
of che King and his Royall race; V Vhereas they can give no 
Teſtimony of their reſpects unto his Majeſty,bur by fach COur- 
fes,prattiſes and counſels, which alienateth affetions berween 
him and his beſt Subiets, wherein conſiſts his honour and 
ftrength, who are willing to give out cheir hearts and hands, 
purſes and eſtates, prayers and teares in his behalfe; and the 
God ofall knowledge ſhall one day iadge and diſcover,whoſe 
hearrs have been molt loyall co our dread Soveraign, either of 
the one or the other. 

As for thoſe Noble men, whoſe abſence from the Parliament 
1s an incouragement unto this Malignant party, if they come 
underche ewo &r{t rankes of Popiſh, or dependent men ; there 
1502 more to be ſaid bur this : Their gathering rogether, and 
appearing in ſuch courſes,is a pregnant teſtimony and iuſtifica- 
tion of what harh been ſaid of thoſe rwo ſorts, namely, Thar 
their defigne is .$::2:ms Conats, to root up the Parliament, left 
<e Parliament ſhould root up them; bur it there be any nor un- 


der 
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(11) 
der theſe rankes, certainly either their ingenuitie js to labour 
for pacification, and a happy making up of that Breach be- 
rweene his Majeſty and his Parliament,or elſe their Nobility is 
m:y0 titulo,lictle Noble blood runs in their veins, and Heathens 
themſelves may throw ſtones at them, whoſe progenitors have 
beene rendered famous by their heroick ats for their Coun- 


ties cauſe, 


From all theſe Conſiderations, this may be Well 
tuferred, 


Havif ever we would improve our ſelves, for God, the 
King, the Kingdome, lives, lawes and liberties, our ſelves 

and poore poſteritie, if we would not ſee our flouriſhing Ci- 
ties made ruinous heapes, our peace and plenty 27) into 
blood and Famine,our deareſt Wives raviſh'd and riptup be- 
fore our faces; our tender childrens braines daſh'd againſt the 
ſtones, our muruall trading rurned into violence and Robbery, 
our {weere enjoyments of all relations unto murders, rapes, cru- 
elties upon them all; If in a word we would not have the line 
of Germany and Ircland,co be (treich'd oyer our good Land ; if 
we have any love to the Goſpell of life and ſalvation, that the 
Arke of God may not depart, and miſery come in upon us, as 
wee would not be expoſed to the power and mercies of the 
bloody Papiſts, the badge of wohſe Arch-leader (the Devills 
firſt-borne) the Pope,is garments made red with the blood of 
the Saints, Ler every man in his ſtation ſtudy peace and union, 
and endeayour all meanes of pacification, abhorring the very 
thoughts of ever taking up Armes againſt eyther King 'or Par. 
liament,but to the utmoſt of our powers, {erting our ſelves a- 
ainſt the incendiaries berweene them both, that the peace of 
God,and the God of peace may ſtill rule in the midſt of us,thar 
we render not our ſelves Ludtbrium gentiumsthe mockingſtock 
of nations, by doing that our (elves, which the maiice, power 
and policy of all our adverſaries abroad,ar1 enemies at home, 
by all theſe foreſcore yeers endeavors could never efect, wher- 
by we ſhall expoſe the poore Proteſtant bleeding and panting 


cauſe in [relandto deſtruction, and revive the hopes, yea and 
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the power of our former oppreſſors (who if they once get up | 
againe,will teare us in pieces, like lyons long kept from their | 
prey) and our ruine ſhall bee unto after ages, the everlaſting | 
| ſhamefull monuments of our blindnes and folly;that we ſhould | 
| riſe up like unvaturall Children,and cur the throate of our owne | 
, mother Nation ; That we ſhould love bondage rather then li- 
bertie,allnations Countries and peoples, Papiſts, ] ewes, Turks, 
Infidells, Deyills, (if I may fay ſo) will ſport at our miſery : 
When God would deliver us, and -hath delivered us from all 
their plots and projets, when: in many plots they have had the 
neck of the whole Kingdome, as of one man, upon the blocke, 
and as eaſe it had beene utterly to deſtroy it, had not the Al- 
mighrie by a high hand of love and mercy prevented it * and 
ſhall wee betray our ſelves, then ſhall the cloud of blood, 
which hath beene a long time impending over our heads, bee 
disburdened upon us,and our reeling, ſtaggering and tottering 
Kingdome, ſhall fall, and fall,and nene ſhall {helpe it up, Itnow | 
pants for life and breath, travailing with che _ plentie, ſe- | 
| curitie, Religion, Lawes, liberties and comforts thereof ; and 
| | thoſe VVotthies who day by day give their urmoſt and unwea- 
| ried attendance and aſſiſtance to further the birth, che ſtrong 
(- God ſhall be unto them their front-guard, and rere-ward, his 
| goodnefle,power and mercy unto them and thei's ammunition 
of rockes : and his diſpleaſure the certain ruins and deſtrution | 
of thoſe, who unhappily, weakely and wickedly have brought 
Kh * it upon themſelves, 


FINIS. 


